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Amendments to the Drawings : 

The attached sheets of drawings include changes to Figures 4, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
24A, and 24B. These sheets replace the original sheets. Figure 4B has been newly 
added. 
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Remarks/ Arguments : 

Claims 1-3, 5-13, 15-16, 21, 24, 27, 30 and 41-43 have been amended. No 
new matter is introduced herein. Claims 1-3, 5-13, 15-16, 21, 24, 27, 30, 39 and 
41-43 are pending. 

The drawings have been objected to. In particular, claim 3 recites the feature 
"the switching section has a diode and a coil connected in series" that is not shown in 
the drawings. Figure 4B has been added to show the feature of a diode and a coil 
connected in series. Figure 4 has been amended as Figure 4A. No new matter is 
introduced herein. Support for new Figure 4B is provided, for example, on page 12, 
lines 14-16. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the objection to the 
drawings with respect to claim 3 be withdrawn. 

The specification has been amended to incorporate renumbered Figure 4 as 
Figure 4A and to incorporate new Figure 4B. No new matter is introduced herein. 

Figures 20-24 have been objected to as not including a prior art legend. 
Figures 20-24 have been amended accordingly. Applicants respectfully request that 
the objection to Figures 20-24 be withdrawn. 

Claim 7 has been objected to because of informalities in the claim language. 
Claim 7 has been amended accordingly. Applicants respectfully request that the 
objection to claim 7 be withdrawn. 

Claims 1, 2 and 7 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Saitoh (U.S. Pat. No. 6,034,636). Claims 1, 2 and 7 have been 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Daryoush et al. (U.S. Pat. 
No. 4,751,513). Claims 1, 5, 7 and 15 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Yamamoto (U.S. Pat. No. 6,054,965). It is respectfully 
submitted, however, that these claims are now patentable over the cited art for the 
reasons set forth below. 

Claim 1, as amended, includes features neither disclosed nor suggested by 
the cited art, namely: 
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...an antenna characteristic switching section for switching the 
antenna characteristic between a balanced feeding characteristics 
and an unbalanced feeding characteristics by switching between 
the states in which a current distribution exists only on and in the 
vicinity of the antenna element and in which the current 
distribution exists not only on and in the vicinity of the antenna 
element but also on other portions... (Emphasis added) 

Claim 7, although not identical to claim 1, includes a similar recitation. These 
features are disclosed, for example, page 11, line 16 - page 12, line 12. 

Saitoh discloses, in Figs. 1A and 2, a planar inverted-F antenna having a 
conductive plate 101 and a frequency switch terminal 107 that is electrically 
connected to the ground plate 102 or disconnected from ground plate 102 by switch 
109 (Col. 2, line 57 - Col. 3, line 3). Switch 109 changes the resonance frequency of 
the antenna (Fig. IB and Col. 3, lines 11-22). Saitoh does not disclose or suggest 
Applicants' claimed features of "an antenna characteristics switching section for 
switching the antenna characteristic between a balanced feeding characteristics and 
an unbalanced feeding characteristics " (emphasis added). These features are neither 
disclosed nor suggested by Saitoh. Thus, Saitoh does not include all of the features 
of amended claim 1. Accordingly, allowance of claim 1 with respect to Saitoh is 
respectfully requested. 

Daryoush et al. disclose, in Fig. 4, an antenna 208 having a patch antenna 10 
and a diode 230 where the gain and the receiving antenna pattern are controlled by 
the bias applied to diode 230 (Col. 8, lines 3-8). Diode 230 controls the 
characteristics of antenna 208 using light 242 (Col. 5, lines 19-23). Daryoush et al. 
disclose that the bias of the diode affects the frequency of maximum return loss (Col. 
8, lines 40-68). Daryoush et al. do not disclose nor suggest Applicants' claimed 
features of "an antenna characteristic switching section for switching the antenna 
characteristic between a balanced feeding characteristics and an unbalanced feeding 
characteristics " (emphasis added). These features are neither disclosed nor 
suggested by Daryoush et al. Thus, Daryoush et al. do not include all of the features 
of claim 1. Accordingly, allowance of claim 1 with respect to Daryoush et al. is 
respectfully requested. 
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Yamamoto discloses, in Fig. 1, an antenna having a loop antenna element Lll 
and a switching diode Dll (Col. 2, lines 32-41). The on/off state of switching diode 
Dll is used to select a receiving frequency band (Col. 4, line 26 - Col. 5, line 22). 
Yamamoto does not disclose or suggest Applicants' claimed features of "an antenna 
characteristic switching section for switching the antenna characteristic between a 
balanced feeding characteristics and an unbalanced feeding characteristics " 
(emphasis added). These features are neither disclosed nor suggested by 
Yamamoto. Thus, Yamamoto does not include all of the features of claim 1. 
Accordingly, allowance of claim 1 with respect to Yamamoto is respectfully 
requested. 

Claims 2 and 5 include all of the features of claim 1 from which they depend. 
Accordingly, claims 2 and 5 are also patentable over the cited art. 

Amended claim 7, although not identical to claim 1, includes features similar 
to claim 1 that are neither disclosed nor suggested by the cited art, namely, u an 
antenna characteristic switching section for switching the antenna characteristic 
between a balanced feeding characteristics and an unbalanced feeding 
characteristics." As discussed above, these features are neither disclosed nor 
suggested by the cited art. Accordingly, allowance of claim 7 is respectfully 
requested. 

Claim 15 includes all of the features of claim 7 from which it depends. 
Accordingly, claim 15 is also patentable over the cited art. 

Applicants acknowledge with appreciation the Examiner's finding that claims 
9, 21, 24, 27, 30, 39 and 43 are allowable and that claims 3, 6, 8, 10-13, 16, 41 and 
42 would be allowed if rewritten into independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. Accordingly, claims 3 and 8 have been 
rewritten into independent form to include the respective limitations of base claims 1 
and 7. Claim 6 has been rewritten to depend from amended claim 3. Claims 10-13, 
16 and 41-42 have been rewritten to depend from amended claim 8. These 
amendments do not add new matter. Because claims 3 and 8 have been amended to 
include all of the features of respective base claims 1 and 7, Applicants request that 
the objection to claims 3 and 8 be withdrawn. Because amended claim 6 now 
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depends from amended claim 3 and amended claims 10-13, 16 and 41 now depend 
from amended claim 8, which are in itself in condition for allowance, Applicants 
request that the objection to claims 6, 10-13, 16 and 41-42 be withdrawn. 

In view of the amendments and arguments set forth above, the above- 



identified application is in condition for allowance, which action is respectfully 
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